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June 16, 2020 

 

 

RE: Larger Gatherings and Events 

 

To Whom It May Concern; 

 

We have been getting questions regarding the safety of both small and larger events planned for 

the summer and fall months throughout Bayfield County.  With the COVID-19 pandemic 

changing daily, there is always new information to review and consider as we move forward 

month to month with planning events. 

  

At this time, we still do not recommend any large events or gatherings, especially those that 

will draw people from out of the area.  (Please note: The CDC does not recommend 

gatherings of more than 250 people at this time.) While Wisconsin has done a good job 

slowing the spread of COVID-19 and implementing social distancing practices, disease levels are 

rising in some states that opened earlier or did not implement social distancing. Large events 

that will draw people from multiple areas are still discouraged for two reasons. First, because 

more people from different areas can spread viruses in crowded areas, and second, it is difficult 

to have public safety measures implemented with large groups of people who may not follow 

social distancing or mask wearing recommendations.  

  

If event organizers plan to consider smaller local gatherings less than 250 people, the organizer 

must work on a COVID-19 prevention plan for the event or gathering and make sure vendors 

and participants alike follow COVID-19 prevention strategies such as: 

  

1. Frequent handwashing – this means handwashing stations must be available for public and 

vendor use. We recommend any vendor (farmer market vendors included) have their 
own handwashing setup at their vendor location that only they use. Public handwashing 

stations should also be readily accessible. This can be the portable handwash station 

setups you rent from portable toilet companies or you can set up handwash stations. 

2. Avoid crowded areas – Events that keep vendors spread out and plenty of distance for 

people to walk and maintain physical distancing would be best practice.  Do not set up 

any events where vendors are on the outsides and people are walking between two lines 

of vendors and cannot adequately space out.  A better setup would be vendors towards 

the center and people walk through clockwise around them to minimize crowding.     

Several vendors could be set up this way to make smaller hubs that people could visit 

one hub and then another further away.    

3. Promote mask wearing for both visitors and vendors in areas where people cannot 

maintain physical distancing. Vendors should also consider having a barrier for face-to-

face interactions. 
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4. Disinfecting – all commonly touched areas ESPECIALLY PICNIC TABLES OR EATING 

AREAS *MUST* be disinfected regularly. You would need people whose main job 

would be to disinfect tables as people got up from eating. Extra tables and space between 

tables should be considered so people can sit further away from others. 

5. Minimize waiting in line.   Waiting in line for food or rides creates a crowded space 

where people can easily spread viruses if they are not wearing face coverings.   

Encourage the public to have one-person order and pick up food for their family to 

reduce the number of people waiting in line at a time. Space out food vendors so 

multiple lines don’t form in the same area.    

6. Prominent Signage – Make sure your event has signs informing the public of what you are 

asking them to do, where the handwashing stations are, and asking those not feeling well 

to stay home. 

  

Again, due to the changing nature of the pandemic, we don’t recommend any large gatherings at 

this time. We also do not recommend even smaller gatherings if your vendors or visitors are 

not following safety measures.   

 

However, if you do plan to proceed with an event or gathering, please have your event 

organizer contact one of our Environmental Health Sanitarians, Anne Marie Coy, RS or Michelle 

Simone, RS, to discuss event setup and which safety measures would be most effective at your 

location.  Our office phone number is (715)373-6109. Thank you for your thoughtful 
consideration of the health and wellbeing of your community during this confusing and 

changeable time.  

 

 

Respectfully,  

 
Sara Wartman, BSN, RN, CLS 

Health Director/Health Officer 

 

Direct Phone: (715)373-3315 

Email: swartman@bayfieldcounty.org   
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