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A Community Gem 
91 acres and 1275 feet lakeshore  
Clear sandy lake with beach and boat ramp 
Picnic shelter and swings 
Pit toilets 
Sledding hill 
8.4 km (5.2 miles) trails 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Few towns, especially those the size of Barnes have a public park in such a beautiful setting. Years ago Gene Miller had the foresight to establish a ski trail. Good ideas collided and expanding the park’s amenities for local residents and to draw visitors to the area.

Let’s briefly talk about what we HAVE in Tomahawk Park.




Rich history 

Images:  St. Croix Trail Country by William Gray Purcell 
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History – connected to St. Croix Trail, Old Sauntry logging camp on east end, John Paulsen original settler.
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Philip Meyers subdivided land but then donated it to town in?
6 sections or 3840 acres of adjacent Bayfeld County Land, some of which ski trails are already on.  25-year Land Use Agreement finalized between County and Town as part of grant process.  




The Vision – The Grant 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Project Goals, supported by local plans like Comprehensive Land Use Plan and Outdoor Recreational Plan.  
Enhance year-round recreational opportunities.
Strengthen partnerships and inter-government cooperation by working with local community groups and Bayfield County.
Increase tourism and community pride in the park itself.



Today’s program 

●Funding 
●Project activities 
●Timeline 
●How you can help 
 



Stewardship grant funding 

● Total project cost:  $100,117.91 
● $50,000 state funding 
● $50,117.91 Town match 
◦ Volunteer labor and equipment 
◦ TOB staff labor and equipment 
◦ TOB funding 
◦ Cash donations 

 
Example:  Eau Claire Lakes Conservation Club 
donating a total of $6730 in cash, volunteer labor & 
equipment 
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$80,851.41 in cash costs if all trail work were contracted.  $32,100 in materials – wiggle room in between those numbers means we could potentially fund raise and get enough volunteer and town labor to maximize state cash and limit town’s cash costs.  
Little intro on a DNR Stewardship grant – highly competitive, long process. 



Project components 

● Improved and expanded trails 
● Better fishing opportunities 
● Park shelter 
● Interpretive nature experience 
 
 



Improve and expand the trails 
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Currently narrow, classic skiing only, some potentially dangerous curves.  




Improve and expand the trails 
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Scott Wilson, Former CXC director, and designer of competitive ski trails throughout the country led this effort.
Widened to 16 ft with 5.2 km (just over 3 miles) of new trails expanding into Bayfield County land – total of 13.6 km (8.5 miles).  
Will provide for skate and classic with a classic only (12 ft) trail in purple.  Also plenty of room to hike and mountain bike.




Improve and expand the trails 
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$5625 for Barnes Road trailhead and parking lot and $47,750 for overall trail widening and expansion equipment and labor



Improve fishing opportunities  
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$6730 – all from conservation club.  Estimated 3-5 fish sticks complexes in bay along with fishing pier ($2850 - dock that used to be at Upper).  Includes dock donation, $1200 in contracted labor, and volunteer labor and equipment est. $2680.  Thanks to Ron & Sue Jansen, Greg Martin, and others. 



 
   
 

Park shelter 
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Location adjacent to pavillion marked by yellow flagging.  Trail rerouted for ski-in/out.  



Park Shelter 

 
   
 

Example of rustic exterior – not exact 
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Warming hut in winter
Changing space in summer
Shelter from weather
Family and Group gatherings
Community events 



Electric 
Picnic table 
Changing Rooms 
Partially covered patio 
Water outside 
Wood heat 
Interpretive panels 
● Local history 
● Woodland critters 
● The lake and its 

creatures 
 
   

Park shelter & interpretive nature experience 



● White Tailed Way 
● Raccoon Route 
● Porcupine Pike 
● Bobcat Byway 
● Wild Turkey Trot 
● Bear Bottoms 
● Lynx Loop 
● Turtle Town 
● Frog Hollow 
 

http://eekwi.org/critter/mammal/fawn.htm  

Interpretive nature experience 
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Thanks to Barb Romstad.

http://eekwi.org/critter/mammal/fawn.htm


Interpretive nature experience 

●3 Lakefront signs 
◦Aquatic plants and shoreline      
vegetation 
◦St. Croix watershed  
◦Fish in Tomahawk Lake 

 
●2 - Upland signs 
◦Native birds 
◦Native trees 

 



Timeline 

PHASE 1 – 2017 summer - fall 
1.       Trails on town property widened (May 1) 
2.       Park shelter (July 1)  
3.       Existing trailhead shaped and graveled 
4.       Donated dock installed in fish sticks bay 
 
  
PHASE 2 – fall 2017 – fall 2018 
1.       Park trailhead and parking lot improved  
2.       Fish sticks (winter) 
3.       Barnes Road trailhead 
4.       Trail on Bayfield County land 
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Timeline provided by Eric. 
Bayfield County land will be logged before work can begin there – hence Phase 2.  



Friends of Tomahawk Lake Park 

● Designated uses, other than addition of skate skiing, 
will remain the same for now 
● Work with town and park/rec committee to revisit 
uses during/after completion 
● Assist with maintenance, fundraising, and events in 
the future 
● Future projects, including possible single track trail 
and yurt on the radar 
 



How you can help 

● Donations of time, equipment, 
and funding are welcome 

● See Pledge Form 
 

Friends of  
Tomahawk Park 



I could never resist the call of the trail. 
Buffalo Bill 
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